
Power to Learn
Cobb County Laptop Initiative

Cobb County Students Move to the Fore!ont of Advanced Learning

On February 9th, the Cobb 
County Board of Education heard 
details of an enterprising plan to 
prepare students to succeed in the 
21st Century’s global information-
based society, creating the largest 
one-to-one computer learning 
initiative anywhere in the United 
States. 

Superintendent Joseph 
Redden will begin contract 
negotiations with Apple to work 
out details of the program, which 
calls for approximately 63,000 
iBook G4 laptops for students and 
teachers in grades 6-12, 
comprehensive training, support, 
and server upgrades.

APPLE COMPUTER EARNS COBB COUNTY BID FOR THE POWER TO LEARN 
Four vendors qualified to bid on the project - 

Apple, IBM, Dell and Hewlett-Packard - all four 
major players in the technology industry.  In 
the end, Apple’s combination of price, 
features, training, technical support and 
experience in the education market, placed its 
proposal well ahead of the others. The pricing 

for the laptops, software and warranty, based on a 
four-year lease, comes to $271.26 per computer. 

Including support and training, the cost is 
approximately $350 per computer, a remarkable 
value made possible by the large scale of Cobb’s 
purchase.  The bid beats Maine and Michigan 

for comparable services.
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Technology @ Mabry
Mabry students produce such 

astounding technology-based 
projects that people mistakenly 
assume we have lots of state-of-
the-art equipment.  Nothing could 
be further from the truth!

Our teachers and students 
are simply working miracles 
managing our extremely limited 
resources.

Teachers and students clamor 
to gain access to our laptops and 
to the computer lab.

We have around 70 teachers 
at Mabry, and on any given day, 
only 4 of them can use laptops at 
any given time with their classes.

You have seen the amazing 
work our students do for the 
annual digital Film Festival.  We 
can only imagine what they 
could accomplish if they had 
unrestricted access to these 
powerful tools.

We desperately need 
laptops for each student and 
teacher. We see them as 
another important key 
to helping us reach 
our school mission: 
maximizing student 
achievement!

-Dr. Tyso#



THE POWER TO LEARN LAPTOP INITIATIVE

“The Power To 
Learn program 
represents a 
tremendous step 
forward for 
education in 

Cobb County,” said 
Superintendent Redden. “Our 
school board members have 
demonstrated that their vision of 
educational excellence goes 
beyond doing things the way 
they’ve always been done. Real 
leadership is about using the best 
technology available to help 
students learn in new and better 
ways.”

The four-year lease program 
would be funded initially with 
revenue from the technology 
improvements portion of the 
Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax approved by Cobb 
County voters in September 2003. 
Pending school board approval, 
Power To Learn would be 

implemented in 3 phases:
• Phase I includes issuing 

iBooks to all Cobb County 
teachers this spring. Addition, 
four demonstration sites will be 
picked to test the program. The 
demonstration sites will be 

established Fall 2005 and will 
accommodate teacher training, 
and research & development. The 
final element of Phase I is 
upgrading outdated technology in 
middle schools with new iBooks.

• Phase II would provide all 
high school students with laptops 
beginning early in 2006. Students 
will receive laptops when their 
individual schools have met 
readiness requirements. 

• Phase III of the program 
would issue laptops to all middle 
school students. Each phase will 
move forward pending school 
board approval.

THE IBOOK AT A GLANCE.  IT HAS INCREDIBLE FEATURES

 

 MABRY MIDDLE SCHOOL� FEBRUARY 14, 2005

� PAGE 2

Equipped with AirPort 
Extreme 54Mbps 802.11g 
WiFi wireless networking 

Unix-based Mac OS 
X operating system 
provides advanced 
security features

Pre-loaded with Apple's iLife 
'05 suite, allowing students and 
teachers to make the most of 
digital movies, photos and 
music in school projects and 
presentations

As reported in the Dec. 9, 
2004 edition of the Wall 
Street Journal, "Best of all, 
the current Mac operating 
system has never been 
attacked by a successful 
virus, and almost no 
spyware can run on it."

Features a 
four-year 
warranty

Pre-loaded with software 
including the Microsoft 
Office suite

The Power to Learn Program would be 
implemented in three phases.  Each 
phase will move forward with school 
board approval. 



POWER TO LEARN WAS CONCEIVED MORE THAN TWO YEARS AGO WHEN...

Superintendent Redden first began looking at 
the most effective ways to utilize additional tools and 
resources in the classroom. “Research shows you can 
keep adding more and more computer labs and not 
have much effect on learning,” he said. “But when 
you match each child to his or her own computer, 
one-to-one, you provide more opportunities for 
individualized instruction and the results are almost 
immediate. This generation has grown up in a digital 
world and the children acclimate to technology very 
quickly. It gives many kids a whole new focus on 
school because the technology makes learning more 
engaging and interactive, and the fact that iťs 
wireless means students have access anywhere, 
anytime.”

Cobb staff members visited other school districts 
that had implemented one-to-one initiatives and 
gathered first-hand knowledge about the positive 
impact of laptops on learning, attendance, and 
discipline. They also saw how laptops address equity 
issues by eliminating the “digital divide” that 
separates students whose families have computers in 
their homes from those who do not. And they also 
observed the challenges that come with such a large-

scale shift in education. In each of those other 
locales, including the states of Maine and Michigan, 
and Henrico County, Va., those challenges were 
overcome once the respective communities were 
able to witness how quickly students and teachers 
adapted to the new learning tools. Recent polls in 
those communities indicate a high level of parent 
satisfaction with their one-to-one laptop programs.

ABOUT THE APPLE IBOOK SOFTWARE AND COMPATIBILITY

Ask a Mac user why they enjoy 
using them and they’ll probably 
tell you iťs because Apple provides 
a total package. Software like iLife 
has Cobb students covered with 
the Power to Learn program, han-
dling digital photos, allowing them 
to create movies, and make music. 
Safari is included for web brows-
ing, Mac Mail for sending and re-

ceiving e-mail, Sherlock for 
searches and research, and much 
more.
The compatibility between Mac 
OS and your favorite printers and 
peripherals is unmatched. Plug in 
a digital camera or MIDI instru-
ment, Mac recognizes it. Want to 
connect to the Internet? Open 
your browser and go. iBook has 
wireless Internet connectivity. 
Want to switch printers? No driver 
files or excessive installation nec-
essary.
Microsoft Office for Mac gives 
users the same intuitive and pro-
ductive word processing, spread-
sheet, database and presentation 
power as the PC versions, with 
cross-platform compatibility. All 

of this software is included with 
each iBook in the Power to Learn 
program.
On top of all that, because its effi-
ciency and worry-free design, an 
Apple computer is reported to 
result in 15 percent to 50 percent 
less in operating costs than its PC 
brethren.
Technology guru Walt Mossberg 
recently wrote, “The Mac is also 
packed with extras that Windows 
lacks. It has a suite of easy, free, 
multimedia programs that can’t be 
matched on Windows at any price. 
 It can read and create PDF files 
without requiring the purchase of 
any extra software. ... Apple up-
grades its operating system far 
more often than Microsoft.”
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FACTS & FIGURES

Efficient use of your dollars.

Power to Learn is made 
possible through the Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST), approved by Cobb 
County voters in 2003. The 
program will be rolled out in 
phases, beginning with providing 
iBooks to teachers in Spring 2005, 
providing training for them and 
setting up four demonstration 
sites where the entire Cobb 
community will be able to see 
Power to Learn in action.

• The proposal to equip Cobb’s 
teachers with iBooks is projected 
to come in more than $1 million 
under the SPLOST II budget 
($10,012,100 actual vs. $11,250,000 
budgeted).

• If board decides to 
implement all three phases, total 
cost of ownership will be under 
the $59 million budgeted from 
SPLOST.

• The districťs network and 
technology infrastructure has been 
tested and can support Power To 
Learn.

• The district will negotiate 
with local Internet service 
providers to offer economical and 
cost-effective access from 
students’ homes.

• Students will not be required 
to use a laptop.

POWER IN NUMBERS
The Cobb County School 

District is the largest school 
district to ever engage in a one-to-
one computer initiative, and 
allows Apple to provide the 
hardware, software, and support at 
the best possible value. 

 The price of each iBook , 
based on a four-year lease, is 
$271.26, less than the cost per 
computer in Maine & Michigan’s 
programs. Add in comprehensive 
training and local support, and the 
cost per student is only $350. 
Thaťs a savings of over 70% off 
retail.

• Each iBook has a full four-
year warranty.

• Help will always be available, 
through our 24/7/365 dedicated 
help desk.

• Repairs and service will be 
made at a local repair depot.

• Additional batteries will be 
provided for each device.

• The package includes a 
strong training program for 
teachers, staff, parents, students 
and tech leaders, including a 
dedicated center focused on 
leadership, learning, coaching and 
coordination of best practices 
within the district, and two 
dedicated staff-development 
specialists provided by Apple.

• Apple will provide a total of 
seven support personnel.

Today’s students

They will spend their adult 
lives in a 21st Century global, 
information-based society where 
multitasking will be a must, and 
technology will be essential to 
productivity.
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Mabry Students
SHIVANY, 6TH GRADE

I think 
students 
should be able 
to carry 
around a 

laptop instead of all of these 
heavy books.
CONNOR, 6TH GRADE

I’m excited 
about getting 
laptops 
because they 
are fun to use.  

You can get a lot of 
information using computers.
KIM, 8TH GRADE

Having a 
laptop would 
make it easier 
for me to get 
my school 

work done. Research is so 
much quicker and easier to do 
with technology.

Information Sessions
Wednesday, February 23

7:00 - 8:00 PM

Mabry Middle School

Monday, February 28

7:00-8:00 PM

Campbell Middle School                      

Wednesday, March 2; 

7:00-8:00 PM       

Awtrey Middle School                          

Thursday, March 3        

7:00-8:00 PM       

Cooper Middle School                          


