	The variety  of Southern Asia 
	Snow capped mountains, low-lying rainforests, desert
2 regions: South and Southeast Asia
South Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
subcontinent: large land mass, part of a continent, geographically separate

	What are the different geographic regions of South Asia?

	3 main geo. regions: Northern Mountain Rim, the Northern Plains, the Deccan Plateau, and islands
Each region has distinctive land forms and climate.

	Describe the different geographic regions of South Asia.
	Northern mountain rim: several mtn. ranges         

The Hindu Kush-west, Himalayas-east ( Mt. Everest: tallest mtn. ),the Karakoram range- in between, form northern border= Pakistan, these mtns. form a wall separating the subcontinent from Asia. Khyber Pass connects Pakistan and Afghanistan (33 miles long)   
Terrain is rough, few safe roads, difficult to farm, sparsely populated

	
	The Northern Plains: between Himalayas and southern India, includes Ganges and Indus River valleys , both form large deltas ( triangular deposit of soil at mouth of river) as they empty into the seas
Bangladesh is mostly a delta, 130 million pop. , Ganges River: rich sediment from Himalayas, Rainy season plains flood, fertile farming area, densely populated
Indus River Valley today is mostly desert.

	
	The Deccan Plateau: most of Southern India, mineral deposits, forests, mountains border plateau: Eastern, Western Ghats, coastal plain to the ocean= fertile soil+ plentiful water. Interior of plateau not as fertile, water supplies unreliable, hot year round, sparse population 

	
	Islands: Sri Lanka and Maldives Sri Lanka- picturesque, mountainous, lots of rain

Maldives: 1200 low, flat coral islands = atoll


	What 2 regions and nations make up Southeast Asia?
	Mainland between 2 peninsulas: Indochinese and Malay Peninsula- Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, part of Malaysia, the Mekong River flows through Laos, Cambodia, into Vietnam, drains into the South China Sea, major rice producing area, densely populated.
Islands: Borneo, Singapore=Malaysia, archipelagoes
( groups of islands) Indonesia and the Philippines

Indonesia largest nation, 4th largest pop. 17,000 islands formed by volcanoes, tropical climate-lots of rain, soil not fertile, most farm
Philippines: 7100 islands, 50% are inhabitable, 50% are farmers.



	How does the climate of Southeast Asia differ from that of the rest of Southern Asia?

	South Asia: 3 seasons- cool, hot, rainy 
Southeast Asia: less variety, hot, rainy, heavy seasonal winds

	Why is timing of the monsoons important?
	Monsoon Cycle:
June-Sept:  monsoon winds and rainy season

April-October: monsoon from southwest, moisture from ocean and heavy rains

Nov.-March: monsoon blows from northeast

South Asia and Southeast Asia (2- summer, winter) have different monsoon cycles.  India’s schools start in June after the rains, main vacation in spring, too hot.

Agriculture depends on timing of monsoons, too early: not enough time to plant seeds, too late: crops fail, too much rain: flooding, crops ruined, property damaged, dangerous to people  

	Strange but True
	Krakatau: volcanic island 
1883 Explosions heard in Australia and Japan
Tidal waves killed 37,000 people

Area engulfed in darkness for 2 ½ days due to volcanic debris. Ash: Amazing sunsets worldwide 
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