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Mabry PTSA Thanks You! Calendar

Sept. 21 Progress Reports Distributed
Sept. 22 Picture Retake
Sept. 24 World Wide Day of Play

The executive committee of Mabry PTSA wishes to thank
each and every one of its members for your participation
and generous donations of money, time, and effort. Our o
school year is off to a great start, largely due to the active Sept. 27 ECCC District 9 Fall ponference
involvement of our parents, teachers, staff, administration, Sept. 28 Student Forum Elections

and last but not least, our great Mabry students! Our heart- Sept. 29 Bus Driver Appreciation Day
felt gratitude to one and alll Oct. 3-7 National Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 6-7 CogAT Testing (7th Grade)
Our membership is at an all-time high of 986, and our PTSA Oct. 10-14  ITBS Testing (7th grade)

qualifies for the GA PTA Platinum membership award! We Oct. 13
would love to reach our initial target of a 1000 members; so Oct. 14
if you have not joined PTSA, we encourage you to join so we
can work towards building an even stronger community at
Mabry. For information on PTSA activities and to download
a PTSA Membership form, visit our blog on the Mabry web-
site: www.cobbk12.org/Mabry. Simply click on the yellow
PTSA box. The form and $5.00 membership fee can be sent in with your child at any time!

National Honor Society, 8:00 a.m.
Box Tops Due

Oct. 24-28  Conference Week

Oct. 24-28  Red Ribbon Week

Oct. 27 Chorus Concert, 7:00pm

We kicked off the school year by hosting a newcomer's breakfast to help the school welcome the new fami-

lies in our midst; the event was well attended with over 30 parents and their children participating. Each stu-
dent brought a friend and helped us demolish the large amount of food that was donated! PTSA also hosted
a 6th grade coffee morning to help parents network and meet PTSA officers. It was very well received.

We are excited about all the upcoming events at Mabry.

e Our school-wide fall dance on November 3 is a great opportunity for students to stay after school and
mingle, meet old friends, and make new ones. We are looking fora few people to help host this event. If
you are interested, please email us at mabryptsa@live.com. We will be happy to provide information and
help get you started.

¢ We really look forward to making this year a memorable one for our 8th grade graduating class. A big
part of this celebration is the 8th grade dance held in May. We would love to have a couple of parents
chair this committee. Currently, there are many volunteers, and hence this position requires organizing
and coordinating the logistics for the evening. If you would like to be part this very special event in the
life of your 8th grader, please get in touch with us at mabryptsa@live.com.

Once again, thanks for helping us get this year
going! We look forward to seeing you at Mabry!

Barb Sobel & Jaya Ramamurthy,
Co-Presidents
Jennifer Caruso & Ebony Caldwell,
Co-Vice Presidents
Mindy Newton, Secretary
Susan Prestwich, Treasurer
Sandy Olsen, Parliamentarian

Georgia
pm L to R: Susan Prestwich, Jaya Ramamurthy, Barb Sobel, Mindy Newton, and
everychild.onevoice.” Sandy Olsen. Not pictured: Jennifer Caruso and Ebony Caldwell.
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100+ Years... and Still Going Strong

For more than a century, PTA has provided sup-
port, information and resources to families focused
on the education, health, wellbeing and safety of
children. Our association was created by a few
courageous women to meet a profound challenge:
to better the lives of children. And today, it contin-
ues to flourish because PTA has never lost sight of
its mission - to make every child’s potential a
reality - by engaging and empowering families
and communities to advocate for all children.

Because of the determination and courage of vol-
unteers throughout the decades, dreams became
reality and we now have programs like public kin-
dergarten classes, hot lunch programs, immuniza-
tion requirements, and child labor laws. And who
can forget just a couple of years ago here in Geor-
gia when PTA/PTSA members across the state ral-
lied to save funding for our school nurses via the
“popsicle” campaign? As members of the Mabry
Middle School community, we are a part of this
rich tradition. Your PTA recently sent representa-
tives to the Georgia PTA Advocacy Conference to
learn about and report back to you on the latest
political/educational news, issues to watch in 2012,
the ascent of social networking and grassroots ad-
vocacy, as well as network with other volunteers.

Here are a few ways that you can become involved
right now without even leaving your house!

National PTA staff and volunteers track and com-
municate legislative issues affecting families,
schools, and communities. Keep up with what's
happening on Capitol Hill by joining the PTA
Takes Action Network. The Federal Policy Update
is the monthly newsletter and Action Alerts are
breaking news items from Capitol Hill that urge
you to take action. Sign up at http://www.pta.org/
takesaction/.

Georgia PTA volunteers track issues and post up-
dates to Capitol Watch. To join, go to http://
www.ciclt.net/sn/sec/join.aspx?ClientCode=gapta.
Study the issues and learn to use your voice to
speak on behalf of Georgia's children and public
education. Use this system to contact your elected
officials and let your PTA voice be heard. For in-
stance, legislative districts currently are being reap-
portioned in light of the 2010 Census. You can
read the latest update from the Georgia PTA Legis-
lative Team at http://www.ciclt.net/sn/new/
n_detail.aspx?ClientCode=gapta&N [d=400869.

Stay current with the latest news from our school
district by joining the CCSD alert system at http://
www.cobbk12.org/maillist.aspx. You can also receive
emergency alerts by texting "CCSD" to 84700.

PTA

everychild.onevoice.”

These are just a few ideas
to get you informed.
Choose what issues are
most important to your
family and school and commit to be involved with
that for the year — whether it's state funding formu-
las for public schools, reauthorization of NCLB, nu-
trition, etc. The reward is knowing that you are help-
ing to make not only your child's potential a reality,
but every child's potential a reality as well.

Reflections

Do you think you can artisti- ffniiEncITy
cally express what diversity '"EMEP{IIE,AEIII‘SS ,I;r !
means to you? The 2011-2012 =0 W

theme for the National PTA

Arts in Education contest, Reflections, is “Diversity
means...", and it's a wonderful chance to show your
creativity and introspectiveness. Students are en-
couraged to submit work in one or more of six cate-
gories: photography, literature, visual arts, film pro-
duction, dance choreography, and musical composi-
tion. Works will be judged at the local level, with
winning entries advancing to the council level. All
entries are due by Friday, October 7. Prizes will be
awarded for the top entries in each category. Entry
forms and rules can be found on the Mabry PTSA
blog on the Mabry website. Contact Michelle Dodd
at michelledodd40@yahoo.com with questions.

Progress Reports

Student progress reports will be sent home on Sep-
tember 21. Take time to discuss your child's pro-
gress during this first month of school and set goals
for the remainder of the grading period. Final
grades for this nine weeks will be distributed during
Conference Week in October. If you have not al-
ready signed up for Pinnacle, Cobb County’s online
grade reporting program, stop by the front office to
get your log-in information today.
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Get in on the Act...
Join the Mabry Drama Club

The Mabry Drama Club has started!
All drama club members are invited to
join us on Thursday, September 15, for
Karaoke Kick-Off from 4:15-6:00 p.m. in
the theater. Students must have a per-
mission form to attend. If you are inter-
ested in the drama club and missed our
last meeting, please see a drama club
sponsor to sign up. Sponsors this year
include: Ms. Parades (room 7D4), Mrs.
Bockmon (room 8A1) and Ms. Israel
(room 8A2-3). Our production will be
held March 22 and 24, 2012, so don't
miss the fun!

Orchestra Fundraiser

i\ < .. | Get your final orders ready, because
%fﬂ the Orchestra Ashley Farms fundraiser
! is nearing the final note! Please have
& = & | students double check accuracy of
orders and be sure to write one check (payable to
Mabry MS) for the total amount and return with
the order form containing individual orders. Order
due dates as follows: 8th grade-Friday, September
16; 7th grade-Monday, September 19; and 6th
grade—Tuesday, September 20. Product delivery
has been scheduled for the week of October 17.

Robotics Club Has Designs
on Programmable Bricks

Calling all future inventors, engineers and scien-
tists extraordinaire! The Mabry Robotics Club
gives new meaning to the Danish phrase leg godt,
which means "play-well". This year the club will
participate in the LEGO league challenge! The club
meets in room 8B1 on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday each week at 8:10 a.m. More meeting
days will be added as the December competition
approaches. For more information, visit the
Mabry website or see Mrs. Kulkarni.

Yearbooks on Sale Now

Don't miss out on special memories! Yearbooks are
on sale now for $25! Take advantage of the early
bird special. On November 1, the yearbook price
increases to $30. Don't wait... reserve your copy
today!

Junior Trojan Basketball Tryouts

Last chance to try out for the 2011-12 Lassiter Jun-
ior Trojan Middle School Basketball Teams is Sun-
day, September 18 at the Lassiter High School
Gym. New this year is the 5th Grade Boys Team.
Tryout sessions as follows:

12:00-2:00 p.m. - 5th Grade Boys \
2:00-4:00 p.m. - 6th Grade Boys & Girls
4:00-6:00 p.m. - 7th Grade Boys & Girls
6:00-8:00 p.m. - 8th Grade Boys & Girls

See registration information on the LJTB website at
www.JrTrojanBasketball.com. A directory of all Jun-
ior Trojan Middle School Athletic Programs can be
found on the www.LassiterJrFootball.com website.

Intramural Program Kickoff

The Mabry Intramural Program is a big winner with
students looking for a fun athletic challenge! Intra-
murals are offered Monday-Thursday, from 8:00-
8:50 a.m. Join us at the back gym doors between
8:00-8:15 a.m. (doors locked promptly at 8:15 a.m.)

and plan to stay until 8:50 a.m. Intra- (
murals will not take place on Fridays.  ° J
A variety of team sports and activities will be
offered throughout the year. In September, we will
be offering indoor soccer, hoops, handball, and flag

football. Check the September calendar on the blog
at: http://mabrymsblog.typepad.com/intramurals.

For students interested in participating in the Flag
Football League, be sure to register by September
20. Girls will play on Tuesdays, 6th grade boys on
Wednesdays, and 7th and 8th grade boys on Thurs-
days. Students may purchase a Flag Football T-shirt
for $7.
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Don’t Forget!
Picture Retakes are Sentemhe; 22!

Bring your photo package
ifyouplantoretake. -

Come See What'’s in Store!

Come visit the Mabry School store Monday through
Friday from 8.45-9.10 a.m. Items in the store in-
clude a variety of school supplies—pens, folders,
notebooks, planners and spiritwear—as well as
NEW COOL STUFF! So, stop by and check it out!

Get Your Spirit Wear!

We've got spirit... yes we do! We've got spirit... how
about you? Show your school pride! Spirit wear is
now on sale at the school store. T-shirts are just
$10, and hooded sweatshirts are $25. Adult sizes
only. Supplies are limited, so get yours today!

P e

Media Center Volunteers Needed

Many thanks go to all the special people who help
out in the media center. Your dedication is priceless
and greatly appreciated. However, we are always in
need of additional volunteers to help out and en-
rich the lives of our great students. If you have
some time—once a month, once a week, once
every other week—we would love to have your
help. No prior experience necessary. If you would
like to help, send your contact information to Sean
Martin at seanthemod99@gmail.com.

Welcome Desk Volunteers Needed

If you are looking for a “volunteer group” at Mabry
and would like to give the Welcome Desk a try,
contact Molly Bower at mdbower@aol.com. Spread
the word... the Welcome Desk rocks! Some of the
responsibilities of the Welcome Desk volunteers
are to greet visitors and offer them assistance. Vol-
unteers help students with bus passes, early dis-
missal notes, and tardy passes, as well as make de-
liveries to classrooms and answer the telephone.
The upsides to this volunteer position are interact-
ing with the students, staff and parents; offering
another security measure for our school; and help-
ing to relieve some of the stress from the office
staff during peak times.

VISITORS MUST siGN
INAT THE MAIN
OFFICE AND ogrpyy
A VISITQRrS PASS
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National Junior Honor Society

| ™ The National Junior Honor Society is

» busy making plans for this school year.
The students were a great help during
Charger Day as they welcomed fami-
lies, directed newcomers, and helped
our sixth grade students master the art
of opening a locker! At their first meet-
ing in September, students made cards
for our local firefighters and policemen
in honor of the anniversary of 9/11.
Members should begin recording ser-
vice hours. The next meeting will be
October 13. For more info, contact
Cynthia.blevins@cobbk12.org.

Mabry School Directory

The Mabry School Directory is about to be printed.
If you did not complete a PTSA directory and mem-
bership form at Charger Day or from the first day
of school folder, please contact Rebecca Lezaj at
ral georgia@att.net today. We don’t want anyone
left out! Your child can be listed even if you choose
not to purchase a directory. If you would still like to
pre-order a directory, send $5 in an envelope
marked “"PTSA Directory”. Please include your
child’'s name and homeroom teacher on the enve-
lope.

Publix Partner Cards Have Arrived!
Be sure to pick up your Publix Part-

ner card at the Welcome Desk. Just
show your card each time you check .

out at Publix, and a portion of your
grocery total will be returned to
Mabry to support programs for our
kids. Thanks for your support!

Publix.

RECEIVE 25

when you purchase 8 participating Bonus Box Tops products in a single
shopping visit between 9/1/11 and 9/30/11 using your Shopper's Card.*

PLUS NEW USERS EARN AN EXTRA 5 BONUS BOX TOPS
FOR REGISTERING AT RewardYourSchool.com

o participating schoo

*Via code received at checkout, redeemable at RewardYourSchool.com

Student Forum Elections
Are Coming!

What is all that excitement in the 8th grade vé
hall? It's Student Forum Election time! The

8th grade will participate in Mabry’s annual mock
presidential convention and election in order to
truly understand the electoral process followed by
the federal government. The Student Forum appli-
cation process has begun and the final votes will be
cast September 28. Good luck to all our candidates!

Mabry's Student Forum is a student government
that provides students a voice in the decision mak-
ing process as related to student/school needs and
concerns. The Student Forum members represent
all grade levels and work with the school admini-
stration to provide the school with activities that
are of interest to the student body and that follow
the school's academic focus.

Three Cheers for the Lassiter
Junior Competition Cheer Squad!

The Lassiter Junior Competition Cheer Squad re-
cently placed 2nd at the Wildcat Pride Invitational.
That's quite an achievement! Congratulations to
the squad on a job well done!

Keep clipping
those Box
Tops. Box
Tops are due
October 14.
Contests to

be announced
soonl!
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