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What if you could help your child enjoy school more, get bet-
ter grades, and reduce behavior problems at the same time?
Reams of research has shown that regardless of parents’ in-
come and educational background, their involvement in edu-
cation helps their kids do better in and out of school.

Parent involvement can be as simple as helping with math
homework or reading a book together at bedtime. Going to
parent-teacher conferences is important, but taking the fam-
ily to the school spaghetti supper makes a difference, too.
More involvement is better, but you don’t have to be presi-
dent of the PTA or run the school carnival. As long as your actions show that you value education, your child is
likely to respond. Here are just a few of the reasons you should get involved in your child’s education:

Higher grades. Kids whose parents are involved in their education get better grades and have higher test
scores. And the more parents are involved, the more their children seem to benefit. A study of parents highly
involved in the educational process showed that their children were more likely to improve in reading and
math.

Better behavior. Kids develop better social skills and show improved behavior when their parents are in-
volved at school. Studies have also shown that kids are less likely to skip school, less disruptive in class, and
more likely to do their homework when their parents are involved. One study showed that when dads are
highly involved in schools, their children enjoy school more and are less likely to be suspended, expelled, or
required to repeat a grade.

Improved education. Research shows that parent involvement can help improve the quality of schools, raise
teacher morale, and improve a school’s reputation in the community. Involved parents gain the respect of
teachers; as a result, teachers have higher expectations of their children. Involvement pays off in the long
term, too: Children stay in school longer and are more likely to continue their education after high school.

Increased confidence. When students feel supported at home and school, they develop more positive atti-
tudes about school, have more self-confidence, and place a higher priority on academic achievement. Chil-
dren of involved parents are more likely to feel that they’re accepted, included, and respected at school.

Parents benefit, too. When parents become involved in their children’s education, they become more com-
fortable in the school building, gain confidence in their parenting skills, and feel more capable of helping their
children learn. They’re also more likely to continue their own education.

Involvement is easy. You don’t have to log hundreds of volunteer hours for your child to benefit. Even if you
can only volunteer a few hours a year, every little bit counts. If you’re ready to do more, your school’s parent-
teacher group can help you find ways to get involved that fit both your schedule and your interests.

Note: This article was excerpted from www.SchoolFamily.com. Please visit this website, a valuable resource for
helping parents help their children succeed in school. Topics range from how best to help your child with home-
work to tips for communicating with the teacher to explanations of academic expectations for each grade level.

Five Reasons to Get Involved! Calendar
Dec. 8 6th Grade Band Preview Concert,

7pm
Dec. 8-10 Band UGA Midfest
Dec. 9 Cobb County Magnet Applica-

tions Due
Dec. 15 Orchestra Winter Concert, 7pm
Dec. 20 Chorus Concert, 7pm
Dec. 23-Jan. 9  Winter Holidays/No School
Jan. 18 8th Grade Writing Test
Jan. 19 “Realities of Rigor: Understand-

ing Honors Classes”, 6:30pm at
LHS
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Don’t miss out on special memories!
Yearbooks are still for sale, but now
the price is $30. To order, make your
check payable to Mabry Middle
School and include your child’s name
and homeroom teacher on the
check. Students should place the money in a white
money envelope labeled “Yearbook” in the grade-
level money deposit box. Don’t wait any longer…
reserve your copy today!

Yearbooks on Sale

Mabry

Yearbook

Important Band Date

December 8:  6th Grade Band Winter
Concert at 7:00 p.m. Students report
at 6:00 p.m. dressed in black pants, black socks,
black dress shoes and the Mabry Band T-shirt.

We would like to introduce our newest
Partner in Education, Workout Anytime,
a new business located in the shopping
center at the intersection of Johnson
Ferry and Shallowford roads. They will
be providing physical and health sup-
port for our teachers and students during activities
such as The Biggest Loser contest and our Mabry
Fun Run. General Manager Alicia Hill would like to
invite interested individuals to find out more about
their business at www.workoutanytime.com.

Partners-in-Education Spotlight:
Workout Anytime

During connections classes on December 20-21,
guest speakers from The Cobb County Commission
on Youth will address our 8th grade students and
present the P.L.A.N. curriculum, an abstinence-
based curriculum aimed at helping teens under-
stand that abstinence until marriage is the best op-
tion. Please sign and return the permission form
that will be coming home soon. Parents who wish
to preview the curriculum before granting permis-
sion will be able to do so on Wednesday, December
7, and Thursday, December 8, from 4:15-5:15 p.m.
in the Health room. Please direct any questions to
Mr. Graber at james.graber@cobbk12.org.

Attention: Eighth Grade Parents
The Mabry community recently participated in radio
station Q100’s Bert’s Big Thank You. The goal of the
station’s campaign was to send 400,000 letters to
US troops on Thanksgiving to show appreciation for
their service to our country. Mabry decided to par-
ticipate, and the enthusiasm of our students and
staff was evident throughout the school. Bulletin
boards were made, videos produced and letters
written. Our goal was to write 1,000 letters. When
the final count was taken we had 1,308 letters. The
Marietta Daily Journal featured our efforts in an arti-
cle celebrating our success. The show of patriotism
by our community was overwhelming. Mabry’s heart
keeps beating. Thank you, Ms. Mummert, Ms. Niel-
sen and Ms. Israel, for organizing. To view the video,
please visit http://cobbcast.cobbk12.org/?p=3790.

Mabry Thanks Our Troops

Important 8th Grade Dates

December 9 Cobb County Magnet
Applications Due

January 18 8th Grade Writing Test

January 19 “Realities of Rigor: Under
standing Honors Classes”
at 6:30pm at LHS

March 8 Eighth Grade Parent Night
at LHS

Student Forum has extended the
Canned Food Drive to December 16.
There is a competition for the home-
room in each grade level that collects
the most cans. The winning home-
room will earn a breakfast party.

Canned Food Drive
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The Media Center is sponsoring the Twelve Days of
Reading contest among homerooms during Decem-
ber 6-22 (twelve school days).

For every 100 pages read, a jingle bell will be placed
in the jar labeled for that homeroom. Jars will be
displayed in the showcase outside the Media Cen-
ter. Students can monitor their homeroom’s status
by viewing the jars and the closed-circuit announce-
ments and by checking the Media Center blog each
day.

The homeroom in each grade level that has read the
most pages by noon December 22 will receive
breakfast courtesy of the Media Center. Breakfast
will be served on a date after the holiday break.

How many total pages will Mabry students and
homeroom teachers read? Make your guess, and
place it in the box in the Media Center. The student
and teacher in each grade level whose guesses
come closest to the actual number of pages read
win a free book.

Contest guidelines:
 Students must properly record and verify their

reading on a reading log. Students should be
able to show teachers their logs when requested
to do so.

 Homeroom teachers may participate with their
homerooms, and must properly log their reading
also.

 Homeroom teachers should record the pages
read by students in their homeroom each day.

 Homeroom teachers must e-mail the total num-
ber of pages to Ms. Hendrix by noon each day.
Late “pages read” e-mails will not be accepted.

 Pages read from December 6-22 ONLY are eligi-
ble for the contest.

Happy Reading!

The Twelve Days of Reading

Looking for something to read during
The Twelve Days of Reading? Check
out a book of poems from one of
Mabry’s very own! Moss on a Rolling
Stone: A Fragile Tale to be Told, by
Kelsie Stone, a Mabry 8th grade stu-
dent, is available at Amazon.com. A
collection of forty deep and thought-
provoking poems compiled from her poetry journal,
Kelsie did all the formatting, typing, designing, etc.,
for the book, quite an ambitious undertaking! Al-
though her personal life is full of joy and incredible
happiness, her writing touches on heavier subjects,
expressing anguish and pain, forgiveness, regret,
love, brokenness, and a darkness that she has never
felt, but manages to eloquently express through
some deep-reaching empathy. Kelsie says, “My gift is
to see the pain in the world and express it with re-
demption's light filtered in. Hopelessly in step with
humanity, Moss on a Rolling Stone is a poetic contin-
uum through fragile words and fragments of a tale
told throughout the ages—that of humanity needing
God." Since the compiling of her book, Kelsie has
written twenty to thirty more poems and intends to
release more books of poetry and fiction/historical-
fiction genres. Congratulations, Kelsie, on realizing
your dream. We look forward to future publications!

Mabry Student Hits New Milestone!

Student Forum is bustling with activity this holiday
season with The Giving Tree. Students have created a
paper tree, located on the wall in the skylight area,
with paper cut "leaves" that have been passed out to
every teacher. Whenever teachers see a random act
of kindness from one student to another, they are to
write what happened on the leaf and drop it in a des-
ignated box. Student Forum members collect these
leaves and pin them to the tree. At the end of the
month, all students mentioned on the leaves receive
a small prize and a few will be picked at random to
get larger prizes. It’s a great way to foster an atmos-
phere of generosity and benevolence. Student Forum
is also raising money through Chik-fil-A and candy
cane sales to help fund a school betterment project
to be determined at a later date. Several other pro-
jects are running in the background, thanks to our
fabulous teacher sponsors, Ms. Suggs and Ms. Shively.

Student Forum News
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During this holiday season, we
would like to thank you for join-
ing PTSA and for helping us earn
both district and state recognition
for the success of our fall membership drive. The East
Cobb County Council of PTAs will be providing our
faculty and staff with breakfast on December 12 for
being one of nine schools in our council to have 100%
participation from our faculty and staff. If you did not
have a chance to join, it is not too late! We would love
to have 100% participation from our families as well.
Just complete the form below and return it in an enve-
lope marked “PTSA Membership”. If you have any
questions, contact us at mabryptsa@live.com. Why
join? For the cost of a cup of Starbucks coffee you will…
 Become a member of the Mabry PTSA, as well as

Georgia PTA and the National PTA.
 Have access to the many outstanding parenting

resources provided by PTA.
 Get connected with your child’s school and use

your talents to make a difference.
 Support programs for YOUR child including per-

forming arts programs, guest speakers, magazine
subscriptions, science equipment, art materials,
band and orchestra programs, improvements for
the physical education department, student rec-
ognition activities, technology improvements, Red
Ribbon Week activities, school dances, Fun Run,
and coming in February, International Night.

 Receive great discounts at area businesses includ-
ing Domino’s, Papa John’s, Chocolate Jewels,
Subway, Three 13 Salon, T-Mobile, Hertz, Office
Max, and more.

 Receive a coupon for a free Chick-fil-A sandwich if
you join by December 20.

 Become eligible for our PTSA member raffle if you
join by January 31. Gift cards, Mabry spirtwear,
and free eighth grade dance tickets are just some
of our prizes to be awarded.

Mabry Middle School PTSA Membership Form

Parent Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________                Grade: _____________________

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________  Phone Number: __________________________________

Number of Memberships _________________________ x $5  = ________________________________ (total amount to be paid)

Please include cash or check made payable to “Mabry PTSA”.  Not able to join today but would like to receive our
weekly e-mails?  Just send in your e-mail address on this form or send us an e-mail at mabryptsa@live.com.

'Tis the Season to Join PTSA!

Take advantage of these offers as a PTSA member.

PTA Members Save Up to 20% with Hertz!
Hertz is proud to offer PTA mem-
bers up to 20% off when you use
the PTA member discount code
CDP# 1929580 every time you reserve. Combine this
discount with a Hertz special offer like the one below.

Act Now on this Hertz Special Offer—$50 Off
Weekly Rentals
Save $50 on a weekly rental at the Airport
when PC# 162820 is included in your res-
ervation of an Economy through Full-size vehicle, or
small SUV. Combine this offer with your PTA member
discount code CDP# 1929580 to save even more on
your rentals. Valid now through December 15, 2011.

Save 10% on your Next OfficeMax® Pur-
chase—In-Store or Online!
Save 10% on supplies, furniture
and ink & toner—both in store and online
www.pta.org/benefits. You can even use these
savings at the in-store OfficeMax ImPress® Print
Center, where you can make great gifts like photo
calendars, create holiday cards and invitations,
laminate projects, print posters and more!  It’s
simple to save. Just log on to the PTA Member
Benefits Page www.pta.org/benefits; print your in-
store coupon; or get the code for online savings.

Switch to T-Mobile Now and Save!
Exclusively for PTSA members, be
more connected for less! Save on
the hottest phones and 4G network that lets you
connect, browse and chat faster than ever… all on
America’s Largest 4G NetworkTM. It’s easy to switch:
1) call 1-866-464-8662; 2) enter option 3; and 3) use
promo code 9788MOFAV. See page 9 for more info.

Membership Has Its Privileges!
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The 2011-12 Induction Ceremony for the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) was held on November 9 in the
Mabry Theater followed by a reception for students and their parents in the media center. The ceremony was
led by faculty sponsors, Ms. Albertson and Ms. Blevins, as well as club officers: Emilee Olsen, president; Amanda
Hoarell, vice president; Kar Shin Lin, secretary; and Jon Anderson, chairman. Thank you to Ms. Hendrix, Ms.
Hiss, Ms. Hoarell, and Ms. Anderson for helping to set up for the event.

NJHS is one of the nation's premier organizations established to recognize outstanding middle school stu-
dents. More than just an honor roll, NJHS serves to honor those students who have demonstrated excellence in
the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Citizenship, and Character. To be selected for the Mabry chapter
of NJHS, students must be on Principal’s Honor Roll for three consecutive grading periods and have a conduct
grade of an S. Once inducted, students meet the second Thursday of each month and are required to complete
monthly community service hours. The chapter assisted with Charger Day, sponsored a snack drive for Powers
Ferry Elementary School, and volunteers throughout the year to help teachers and staff as needed.

Congratulations to our new 7th grade members:

National Junior Honor Society Welcomes New Inductees

Patrick Allomong
Kelsey Archer
Christopher Bahr
Elizabeth Bochniak
Jillian Brashear
Christopher Bridgers
Ashley Brown
Ryan Bruckman
Sarah Cuttic
Kelsey Doerr
Katherine Edwards
Christopher Freel

Magdalen Garrett
Jack Gildea
Andrew Heineman
Carlos Hernandez
Maggie Hutcherson
Madalene Ison
Clay Jones
Jack Jones
Olivia Khuri
Erin Kirisits
Vincent Le
McKenzie Lee

Megan Lee
Jenna Libman
Matthew Link
Olivia Marenda
Amanda Miller
Hannah Mone
Allison Nastasi
Kevin Nastasi
Sarah Nastasi
Arianna Pacifico
Vivek Pai
Jenna Parker

Lauryn Parker
Rachael Rankin
Meghan Reed
Kyle Ronis
Mallory Schenk
Emma Shearer
Emily Thomann
Branson White
Jeremy Wyman
Abby Zachman

Sarah Anderson
Danielle Arvanites
Courtney Carder
Addie Fullerton
Michael Lehmann
Sarah Lezaj
Nico Maralit
Paul Martin
Zachary Meredith

Rachael Oliver
Talia Olson
Ozi Orijoke
Abby Overstreet
Ruth Ann Reason
Megan Richardson
Hannah Sbaity
Zachary Selgrath
Tim Xu

Congratulations to our new 8th grade members:
NJHS officers
for 2011-2012:
(L-R) Emilee
Olsen, Amanda
Hoarell, Kar
Shin Lin, and
Jon Anderson.
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Enjoy a night out with friends at
the YMCA! Come play dodgeball,
shoot hoops, or just hang out.
The entire community is wel-
come. Join us at the Northeast

Cobb YMCA at 3010 Johnson Ferry Road in Marietta
on Saturday, December 10, 7:00-10:00 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5/person for Y-members and $10/person
for non-members.

YMCA Middle School Night

The Lassiter Jr. Trojan Dance Team was honored to
be chosen to perform at the First Annual Atlanta Fall
Fit Fest on October 15. The Fit Fest was held at the
Georgia International Convention Center and was
hosted by America's dance fitness guru, Stepp Stew-
art. The girls performed their pom and hip-hop rou-
tines and then led the crowd in dancing with other
performers. Other celebrities included Dr. Oz, Frando
Dinten from the NBC hit show, The Biggest Loser, and
former Miss Fitness America, MaDonna Grimes. It
was a great day for all who attended.

LJTD Team Performs at Fit Fest

The Lassiter Jr. Trojan Dance Team hosted the Ken-
nesaw State University (KSU) dance team and cheer-
leaders at the GMSAA Championship and All-Star
Games on November 19. The girls had the opportu-
nity to learn more about each other and what it
takes to be on college teams. In turn, our girls
taught the KSU squad a routine which they per-
formed together on the Lassiter field during half-
time. Even Scrappy (the KSU mascot) got in on the
act!

LJTD Team Hosts KSU Spirit
Squad at the GMSAA Games

Congratulations to this year’s winners of the Na-
tional PTA Arts in Education contest, Reflections.
Students submitted work in one or more of six cate-
gories: photography, literature, visual arts, film pro-
duction, dance choreography, and musical composi-
tion. Special thanks go to Michelle Dodd for chair-
ing this event at Mabry.

Literature
1st place: Ceara Regan, 8th grade
2nd place: Heidi Waterman, 6th grade
3rd place: Camryn Hayes, 6th grade
4th place: Griffin Goodwin, 6th grade
5th place: Elisabeth Hester, 6th grade
6th place: Anna Moseley, 6th grade
7th place: Ashara Armer, 6th grade

Visual Arts
1st place: Marlee Miller, 6th grade
2nd place: Lucy Singer, 6th grade
3rd place: Rachel Puvvada, 6th grade
4th place: Marlee Miller, 6th grade

Photography
1st place: Emma Grace Wisdom 7th grade

Theme Search Entries
Brittany Dodd, 7th grade
Emma Grace Wisdom, 7th grade

We wish the best of luck to the two students who
will be going on to the state competition:
Ceara Regan, 8th grade, Literature
Elisabeth Hester, 6th grade, Literature

Congratulations to Mabry
Reflections Winners
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Thank you
to our

students for
helping to

keep Mabry
looking

beautiful!

Want Fun? LJTB Is a Slam Dunk!
The season for Lassiter Junior Trojan Basketball is in
full swing with six home games in December before
the Winter Break. New this year is the 5th Grade
Boys Team. Students and families of Mabry are in-
vited to come out and watch the teams light up the
scoreboard. Details on Jr. Trojan Basketball can be
found on the website at www.jrtrojanbasketball.com.

The Lassiter Jr.
Trojan Dance
Team would like
to thank every-
one who helped
support our
fundraising for
the Atlanta Affili-
ate of the Susan
G. Komen Breast
Cancer Founda-
tion. With your
help and gener-
ous donations,
we exceeded our goal and raised a total of $560
toward finding a cure and eradicating breast cancer.

A Heartfelt Thanks from LJTD Team
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PJ Day at Mabry
On November 11, Mabry students slept in a few extra minutes because they got to wear their PJs to school.
Students paid $1 to sport their favorite cozy pajamas, plush robes and fuzzy slippers. The fundraiser as well as
Chick-fil-A biscuit sales in November benefitted the United Way.
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Get Your Publix Partner Card!
Be sure to pick up your Publix Partner
card at the Welcome Desk. Just show
your card each time you check out at
Publix, and a portion of your grocery
total will be returned to Mabry to sup-
port programs for our kids. Thanks for
your support!

Texas Roadhouse Restaurant
Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

2475 Barrett Creek Parkway

Texas Roadhouse will donate
15% of your total bill to Mabry!

Simply fill out a quick form
naming the school

of your choice!

As you celebrate the upcoming holi-
days with family and friends, don’t
forget to save your My Coke Reward
codes from fridge packs and bottle
tops. These points are an easy way for
Mabry to earn FREE items for our
school and are found on all Coca-Cola
products, including Minute Maid juices,
Powerade and Dasani water. Just go
online to www.mycokerewards.com
and request to donate the points to
Mabry Middle School. Don’t feel like
entering the codes? Simply leave them
at the Welcome Desk or in the PTSA
mailbox, and we will enter them for
you. Thanks for supporting Mabry!

Keep clipping those
Box Tops!

Mabry earns 10¢ for
each one donated.
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